
FCDO 
Women and 
Girls Strategy

An introduction to FCDO’s 
new International Women 
and Girls Strategy and 
Campaign and how to engage 
with it
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Our vision
Putting women and girls, in all their 
diversity, at the heart of everything 
FCDO does, using all our diplomatic 
and development capabilities to 
improve lives, embolden and 
amplify women's organisations, and 
stand up to those intent on holding 
back women and girls.
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Global context

• Complex geopolitical landscape: increasing authoritarianism and concerted attempts to roll back 
on rights, while UK seeks to build middle ground partnerships.

• Multiple crises: climate change, conflicts, humanitarian disasters, COVID, and economic shocks all 
affect women and girls disproportionately.

• Rapid technological change: innovation brings opportunities to close the gender gap and 
empower women and girls, but can also lead to digital exclusion, increasing cyber security threats 
and online violence and harassment.

• Women and girls face heightened risks when also marginalised in other ways - such as living in 
poverty, living with a disability, belonging to minority ethnic/racial groups or the LGBT+ community. 

• At the current rate, before we even consider the latest headwinds, it will take 132 years to close the 
gender gap
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Rollback on rights and freedoms

• 'Rollback' describes attempts to reverse women’s and girls’ rights and gender equality at the local, 
national and multilateral levels and online.

• In recent years, systematic attempts by regressive actors to roll back on women's, girls' and LGBT+ 
rights have gained momentum.

• Regressive actors undermine global progress towards gender equality by disrupting multilateral 
negotiations and watering down global standards on gender equality.

• At the national level, rollback has a real-life impact on the lives of women, girls and LGBT+ people, 
preventing access to abortion and contraception, forcing girls into wedlock, and permitting 
domestic abuse.
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#RightsFreedomPotential - campaign

Ministers’ voice and action

Events in international calendar 

UK generated events – Wilton 
Park Series

Official-led strategic 
engagement on rollback

Accounting for delivery under
the 3Es

Stepping up activity ‘at Post’
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Thank you

Questions?
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